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THE BAJA COLLECTION · BAJA CALIFORNIA NORTE

San Felipe
Where the desert drops into the sea, the tides rewrite the shoreline twice a day, and a

Sicilian chef introduced fettuccine Alfredo to America — then retired here.

FROM US BORDER TIDAL RANGE SHRIMP FESTIVAL GIANTS ALFREDO'S LEGACY

~2 hrs · Mexicali via Hwy 5Up to 18 ft · Sea of Cortez Nov · First weekend 14 mi south · Cardón Hotel Las Palmas · 1988

THE DESTINATION

The Baja that hasn’t been polished yet
San Felipe sits at the top of the Sea of Cortez, where the desert walks directly into the water and the tides

— up to 18 feet, among the most extreme on the planet — rewrite the coastline every six hours. Two hours

from the Mexicali border crossing. No international airport. No luxury resort brands. What it has instead:

world-class sportfishing, a giant cardón cactus forest 14 miles south, geothermal hot springs at Puertecitos,

a family of restaurateurs who define the malecón's tables, and a Sicilian chef who introduced fettuccine

Alfredo to America — and then spent his last 30 years fishing and cooking in this town.
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MAP OF EXPERIENCES

San Felipe · Baja California Norte
All pins show verified locations confirmed active in 2026.

US BORDER

Hwy 5

Hwy 1

Sea of

Cortez

Pacific

Mexicali / US Border
~2 hrs north

Tijuana

Ensenada

El Dorado Ranch
Golf · 7 mi north

San Felipe
Sea of Cortez coast

Valle de los Gigantes
Giant cardón · 14 mi S

Puertecitos
Hot springs · 55 mi S

La Paz

N

San Felipe (destination)

Excursion / nature

El Dorado Ranch

City reference

Eat/Stay Do El Dorado

EAT

Restaurante Alfredo · BajaMar Taco
Factory · Matilde's La Vaquita Marina · La
Morena San Felipe Brewing Company

DO

Valle de los Gigantes · Puertecitos
Sportfishing · Sand dunes Lighthouse Hill ·
El Dorado Ranch Shrimp Festival
(November)

STAY

Stella del Mar Hotel Hotel Las Palmas El
Dorado Ranch La Hacienda de la Langosta
Roja

BEST TIME TO VISIT

J F M A M J J A S O N D

■ Peak season · mild weather ■ Good season ■ Hot / humid 100°F+ Nov first weekend: Shrimp Festival
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3-DAY ITINERARY

3 days in San Felipe
Three days covering the essential San Felipe: the malecón and tides on Day 1, Valle de los Gigantes and

Puertecitos on Day 2, sportfishing and Alfredo’s legacy on Day 3.

01 Arrive. The malecón. The tides.
SAN FELIPE CENTRO · SEA OF CORTEZ

Drive south from Mexicali — two hours on Highway 5. San Felipe appears suddenly: the desert ends

and the Sea of Cortez takes over. Check in to Stella del Mar or Hotel Las Palmas and walk the

malecón before dinner. Check the tide chart on arrival — if the tide is going out, the beach will expand

before your eyes, sometimes by hundreds of meters. Walk north to the lighthouse hill for the best views

in town. Dinner at BajaMar: the Ascolani family’s elevated malecón table. The seafood volcano —

octopus, fish, and shrimp in tomato sauce, arriving sizzling — is the house signature.

Stella del Mar Hotel — 15 beachfront bungalows. Most curated property in San Felipe.

stellasanfelipe.com · +52 686 577 1383

Hotel Las Palmas — Hacienda-style, 48 rooms. Home of Restaurante Alfredo. laspalmassanfelipe.com ·

+52 686 577 1333

Lighthouse Hill & Chapel — Stairs at north malecón. Best panoramic views. Sunrise recommended.

BajaMar — Ascolani family. Seafood volcano, whole fried fish, margaritas. Av. Mar de Cortez 100
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02 Valle de los Gigantes. Puertecitos.
GIANT CARDÓN CACTI · GEOTHERMAL POOLS

Morning: drive 14 miles south to Valle de los Gigantes — a forest of cardón cacti up to 60 feet high,

many over 100 years old. Entry ~$10 USD. Then continue south to Puertecitos — geothermal hot

springs flushed by the extreme tides and refilled with hot spring water as the tide drops. Time arrival for

a dropping tide; follow the pools down as temperatures descend. Return to San Felipe. Dinner at Taco

Factory on the malecón: stuffed shrimp peppers and cold beer under the stars.

Valle de los Gigantes — 14 mi south. Cardón giants up to 60 ft. Punta Estrella Ranch access. ~$10 USD.

Sunrise recommended.

Puertecitos Hot Springs — ~55 mi south. Tidal geothermal pools. Arrive at dropping tide. $500

pesos/car. 1 hr 20 min each way.

Taco Factory — Ascolani family. Stuffed shrimp peppers, fish tacos, margaritas. Calzada Chetumal 228 ·

+52 686 577 2752 · Happy hour 10am–1pm

03 Sportfishing. Alfredo’s legacy.
SEA OF CORTEZ · HOTEL LAS PALMAS

Panga charter from the north malecón — book the evening before, depart before first light. Sierra,

grouper, yellowtail, sailfish in season. From $55/person. Back by midday. Afternoon at Hotel Las

Palmas: the lobby gallery tells the story of Alfredo Bellinghieri — the Sicilian-born Mexico City chef who

introduced fettuccine Alfredo to America, then retired here in 1988. His daughter Chef Palma

Bellinghieri runs the kitchen today. Lunch at Restaurante Alfredo: the original recipe, nutmeg-tinged,

the same sauce that Marilyn Monroe, Frank Sinatra, and Nat King Cole ate in the Zona Rosa.

Panga sportfishing — North malecón dock. From $55 USD/person. Sierra, grouper, yellowtail, marlin.

Book evening prior.

Restaurante Alfredo — Original fettuccine Alfredo. Chef Palma Bellinghieri. Live music afternoons. +52

686 241 5683 · alfredohomeofthefettuccine.com

Hotel Las Palmas gallery — Alfredo Bellinghieri memorabilia: Monroe, Sinatra, Nat King Cole, Rat Pack.

Free for guests.
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5-DAY ITINERARY

5 days in San Felipe
The 3-day base plus sand dunes, ATVs, and the San Felipe Brewing Company — with a slow beach

departure on Day 5.

01 Arrive. The malecón. The tides.
SAN FELIPE CENTRO · SEA OF CORTEZ

Drive south from Mexicali — two hours on Highway 5. San Felipe appears suddenly: the desert ends

and the Sea of Cortez takes over. Check in to Stella del Mar or Hotel Las Palmas and walk the

malecón before dinner. Check the tide chart on arrival — if the tide is going out, the beach will expand

before your eyes, sometimes by hundreds of meters. Walk north to the lighthouse hill for the best views

in town. Dinner at BajaMar: the Ascolani family’s elevated malecón table. The seafood volcano —

octopus, fish, and shrimp in tomato sauce, arriving sizzling — is the house signature.

Stella del Mar Hotel — 15 beachfront bungalows. Most curated property in San Felipe.

stellasanfelipe.com · +52 686 577 1383

Hotel Las Palmas — Hacienda-style, 48 rooms. Home of Restaurante Alfredo. laspalmassanfelipe.com ·

+52 686 577 1333

Lighthouse Hill & Chapel — Stairs at north malecón. Best panoramic views. Sunrise recommended.

BajaMar — Ascolani family. Seafood volcano, whole fried fish, margaritas. Av. Mar de Cortez 100
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02 Valle de los Gigantes. Puertecitos.
GIANT CARDÓN CACTI · GEOTHERMAL POOLS

Morning: drive 14 miles south to Valle de los Gigantes — a forest of cardón cacti up to 60 feet high,

many over 100 years old. Entry ~$10 USD. Then continue south to Puertecitos — geothermal hot

springs flushed by the extreme tides and refilled with hot spring water as the tide drops. Time arrival for

a dropping tide; follow the pools down as temperatures descend. Return to San Felipe. Dinner at Taco

Factory on the malecón: stuffed shrimp peppers and cold beer under the stars.

Valle de los Gigantes — 14 mi south. Cardón giants up to 60 ft. Punta Estrella Ranch access. ~$10 USD.

Sunrise recommended.

Puertecitos Hot Springs — ~55 mi south. Tidal geothermal pools. Arrive at dropping tide. $500

pesos/car. 1 hr 20 min each way.

Taco Factory — Ascolani family. Stuffed shrimp peppers, fish tacos, margaritas. Calzada Chetumal 228 ·

+52 686 577 2752 · Happy hour 10am–1pm

03 Sportfishing. Alfredo’s legacy.
SEA OF CORTEZ · HOTEL LAS PALMAS

Panga charter from the north malecón — book the evening before, depart before first light. Sierra,

grouper, yellowtail, sailfish in season. From $55/person. Back by midday. Afternoon at Hotel Las

Palmas: the lobby gallery tells the story of Alfredo Bellinghieri — the Sicilian-born Mexico City chef who

introduced fettuccine Alfredo to America, then retired here in 1988. His daughter Chef Palma

Bellinghieri runs the kitchen today. Lunch at Restaurante Alfredo: the original recipe, nutmeg-tinged,

the same sauce that Marilyn Monroe, Frank Sinatra, and Nat King Cole ate in the Zona Rosa.

Panga sportfishing — North malecón dock. From $55 USD/person. Sierra, grouper, yellowtail, marlin.

Book evening prior.

Restaurante Alfredo — Original fettuccine Alfredo. Chef Palma Bellinghieri. Live music afternoons. +52

686 241 5683 · alfredohomeofthefettuccine.com

Hotel Las Palmas gallery — Alfredo Bellinghieri memorabilia: Monroe, Sinatra, Nat King Cole, Rat Pack.

Free for guests.
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5 & 8 days

04 Sand dunes, ATVs & San Felipe Brewing
DESERT ADVENTURE · CRAFT BEER

Morning ATV run on the sand dunes south of town — miles of dunes rising to ridge views of the entire

bay. Then north on Highway 5 to San Felipe Brewing Company at Km 182: over 20 craft beers on tap,

the award-winning Cactus Apple Mead, rotating food vendors, and live music most evenings. The

genuine community gathering point of San Felipe. Dinner at Mariscos La Morena: extraordinary fresh

seafood from the Sea of Cortez.

Sand dunes — ATVs — South of town. Ridge views of full bay. ATV rentals available locally.

San Felipe Brewing Company — Km 182, Hwy 5. 20+ craft beers, Cactus Apple Mead, live music.

@sanfelipebrewing · Closed Tuesdays

Mariscos La Morena — Southern malecón. Battered fish tacos, peanut chipotle shrimp, whole-fried fish.

Excellent value.

5 days

05 Slow morning. Departure.
MALECÓN · RETURN NORTH

Final morning at the beach or the malecón — watch the tide. Breakfast at Matilde’s Restaurant inside

Stella del Mar: the beachfront dining room with Sea of Cortez views. Drive north on Highway 5 to

Mexicali. Allow two hours plus border crossing time.

Matilde's Restaurant — Stella del Mar — Beachfront breakfast. Baja-Mediterranean menu. Best morning

views in San Felipe. stellasanfelipe.com

Tide walk — A low tide on departure morning reveals the longest beach on this coast. Worth waking early.
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8-DAY ITINERARY

8 days in San Felipe
The complete San Felipe: two fishing days, El Dorado Ranch golf, Sierra de San Pedro Mártir, Isla Consag,

and the full Alfredo Bellinghieri story.

01 Arrive. The malecón. The tides.
SAN FELIPE CENTRO · SEA OF CORTEZ

Drive south from Mexicali — two hours on Highway 5. San Felipe appears suddenly: the desert ends

and the Sea of Cortez takes over. Check in to Stella del Mar or Hotel Las Palmas and walk the

malecón before dinner. Check the tide chart on arrival — if the tide is going out, the beach will expand

before your eyes, sometimes by hundreds of meters. Walk north to the lighthouse hill for the best views

in town. Dinner at BajaMar: the Ascolani family’s elevated malecón table. The seafood volcano —

octopus, fish, and shrimp in tomato sauce, arriving sizzling — is the house signature.

Stella del Mar Hotel — 15 beachfront bungalows. Most curated property in San Felipe.

stellasanfelipe.com · +52 686 577 1383

Hotel Las Palmas — Hacienda-style, 48 rooms. Home of Restaurante Alfredo. laspalmassanfelipe.com ·

+52 686 577 1333

Lighthouse Hill & Chapel — Stairs at north malecón. Best panoramic views. Sunrise recommended.

BajaMar — Ascolani family. Seafood volcano, whole fried fish, margaritas. Av. Mar de Cortez 100
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02 Valle de los Gigantes. Puertecitos.
GIANT CARDÓN CACTI · GEOTHERMAL POOLS

Morning: drive 14 miles south to Valle de los Gigantes — a forest of cardón cacti up to 60 feet high,

many over 100 years old. Entry ~$10 USD. Then continue south to Puertecitos — geothermal hot

springs flushed by the extreme tides and refilled with hot spring water as the tide drops. Time arrival for

a dropping tide; follow the pools down as temperatures descend. Return to San Felipe. Dinner at Taco

Factory on the malecón: stuffed shrimp peppers and cold beer under the stars.

Valle de los Gigantes — 14 mi south. Cardón giants up to 60 ft. Punta Estrella Ranch access. ~$10 USD.

Sunrise recommended.

Puertecitos Hot Springs — ~55 mi south. Tidal geothermal pools. Arrive at dropping tide. $500

pesos/car. 1 hr 20 min each way.

Taco Factory — Ascolani family. Stuffed shrimp peppers, fish tacos, margaritas. Calzada Chetumal 228 ·

+52 686 577 2752 · Happy hour 10am–1pm

03 Sportfishing. Alfredo’s legacy.
SEA OF CORTEZ · HOTEL LAS PALMAS

Panga charter from the north malecón — book the evening before, depart before first light. Sierra,

grouper, yellowtail, sailfish in season. From $55/person. Back by midday. Afternoon at Hotel Las

Palmas: the lobby gallery tells the story of Alfredo Bellinghieri — the Sicilian-born Mexico City chef who

introduced fettuccine Alfredo to America, then retired here in 1988. His daughter Chef Palma

Bellinghieri runs the kitchen today. Lunch at Restaurante Alfredo: the original recipe, nutmeg-tinged,

the same sauce that Marilyn Monroe, Frank Sinatra, and Nat King Cole ate in the Zona Rosa.

Panga sportfishing — North malecón dock. From $55 USD/person. Sierra, grouper, yellowtail, marlin.

Book evening prior.

Restaurante Alfredo — Original fettuccine Alfredo. Chef Palma Bellinghieri. Live music afternoons. +52

686 241 5683 · alfredohomeofthefettuccine.com

Hotel Las Palmas gallery — Alfredo Bellinghieri memorabilia: Monroe, Sinatra, Nat King Cole, Rat Pack.

Free for guests.
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5 & 8 days

04 El Dorado Ranch & sand dunes
LAS CARAS DE MÉXICO GOLF · DESERT

Morning at El Dorado Ranch, 6 miles north on Highway 5 — 35,000 acres, the 18-hole Las Caras de

México golf course with Sea of Cortez views from multiple fairways. Afternoon on the sand dunes south

of town. ATV up to the ridge. Dinner at San Felipe Brewing Company: rotating food vendors and 20+

craft beers.

El Dorado Ranch — Las Caras de México golf — 18 holes, Sea of Cortez views. 6 mi north on Hwy 5.

eldoradoranch.com

Sand dunes — ATVs — South of town. Bay panorama from the ridge.

San Felipe Brewing Company — Km 182, Hwy 5. 20+ craft beers, live music. @sanfelipebrewing

8 days

05 Second fishing day
SEA OF CORTEZ · DEEPER OFFSHORE

Second panga day — consider requesting extended range toward Puertecitos waters, where grouper

runs deeper. Back by noon. Lunch at Matilde’s restaurant terrace — best lunch view in San Felipe.

Evening: walk the full length of the malecón at sunset, watch the panga fleet return.

Second panga day — Extended range toward Puertecitos. Deeper grouper, potential sailfish. From

$55/person.

Matilde's — Stella del Mar — Best lunch view in San Felipe. Baja-Mediterranean terrace.

stellasanfelipe.com
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8 days

06 Sierra de San Pedro Mártir — day trip
NATIONAL PARK · CONDORS · OBSERVATORY

One of the finest day trips in Baja Norte — the Sierra de San Pedro Mártir rises to nearly 10,000 feet,

pine forests, California condors, and the Observatorio Astronómico Nacional with some of the clearest

skies in North America. From San Felipe: approximately 2.5 hours west via Highway 3. Snow in winter.

The plateau panorama spans Pacific to Sea of Cortez. Allow 6–7 hours total.

Sierra de San Pedro Mártir National Park — ~2.5 hrs west. Condors, pine forest, ~10,000 ft.

Observatorio Astronómico Nacional.

Observatorio Astronómico Nacional — Open Saturdays for tours. Among the finest skies in North

America. Confirm hours in advance.

8 days

07 Isla Consag excursion
OFFSHORE ISLAND · SEA LIONS · SEABIRDS

Hire a boat at the marina for Isla Consag — a volcanic rocky island offshore, part of the Alto Golfo de

California Biosphere Reserve. Sea lions, pelicans, blue-footed boobies, nesting frigatebirds. Water

clarity offshore is dramatically better than nearshore. Final dinner at La Vaquita Marina — the seafood

campechana and steamed clams that define San Felipe mariscos.

Isla Consag boat excursion — Hire at marina. Sea lions, seabirds, clear water. Half-day. Alto Golfo de

California Biosphere Reserve.

La Vaquita Marina — Best seafood campechana and steamed clams in San Felipe. Named for the

critically endangered vaquita.
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8 days

08 Slow morning. Alfredo’s gallery. Departure.
HOTEL LAS PALMAS · RETURN NORTH

Final breakfast at Matilde’s. If not yet visited, the Hotel Las Palmas lobby gallery is mandatory: Alfredo

Bellinghieri memorabilia spanning four decades — Marilyn Monroe, Frank Sinatra, Nat King Cole, Burt

Lancaster. Then Highway 5 north. Two hours to the Mexicali border crossing.

Matilde's — Stella del Mar — Final beach breakfast. stellasanfelipe.com

Hotel Las Palmas gallery — Alfredo Bellinghieri: Monroe, Sinatra, Rat Pack. Free for guests.

laspalmassanfelipe.com

Departure — Mexicali — Hwy 5 north. ~2 hrs to border. Allow extra time for crossing.
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WHERE TO EAT

From the Zona Rosa to the malecón
San Felipe’s table is built on what the Sea of Cortez pulls out each morning. The Ascolani family runs three

of the key addresses. A Sicilian chef’s daughter holds a legacy that reaches back to Marilyn Monroe and

Frank Sinatra.

Restaurante Alfredo — Hotel Las Palmas
ORIGINAL FETTUCCINE ALFREDO · CHEF PALMA BELLINGHIERI · SICILIAN LEGACY · SINCE 1988

Alfredo Bellinghieri — born in Sicily in 1930 — ran the culinary destination of Mexico City's Zona Rosa from

1952 to 1993. Marilyn Monroe, Frank Sinatra, Nat King Cole, Burt Lancaster, and the full Rat Pack all

passed through his tables. He created the creamy, nutmeg-tinged fettuccine Alfredo sauce that conquered

the world. In 1988, semi-retired, he bought a hacienda hotel in this fishing village, named it Las Palmas

after his mother, and spent his remaining years fishing and cooking. He passed in 2017. His daughter Chef

Palma Bellinghieri — trained at Institut Villa Pierrefeux and Glion Institute in Switzerland — now runs the

kitchen. The original recipe, live music in the afternoons.

Hotel Las Palmas · Mar Báltico 1101 · +52 686 241 5683 · alfredohomeofthefettuccine.com

BajaMar
ASCOLANI FAMILY · ELEVATED MALECÓN DINING · SEAFOOD · FULL BAR · CONFIRMED OPEN 2026

The fine-dining address of the Ascolani family, at the heart of the malecón with a large elevated outdoor

deck and panoramic Sea of Cortez views. The seafood volcano — octopus, fish, and shrimp in tomato

sauce, sizzling — is the dish that brings people back. Whole fried fish, grilled fish, salmon with parsley,

smoked marlin tacos. Rib-eye worth the price. Indoor seating for 60; private banquet room on the second

floor. The most serious table on the malecón. Confirmed open 2026 by Octavio Ascolani directly.

Av. Mar de Cortez 100 · Malecón, San Felipe · Verified open 2026

Taco Factory
ASCOLANI FAMILY · MALECÓN CASUAL · STUFFED SHRIMP PEPPERS · HAPPY HOUR 10AM–1PM

Esperanza and Octavio Ascolani's casual outdoor restaurant directly on the malecón, with unobstructed

Sea of Cortez views. The stuffed shrimp peppers are the non-negotiable starter. Fish tacos, shrimp

enchiladas, specialty margaritas. The owners are reliably present. Clean bathrooms — a genuine

distinction on this malecón. A fixture for returning visitors.

Calzada Chetumal 228 · Malecón, San Felipe · +52 686 577 2752 · Happy hour 10am–1pm
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Matilde's Restaurant — Stella del Mar
BEACHFRONT · BAJA-MEDITERRANEAN · BEST VIEWS IN SAN FELIPE · HOTEL RESTAURANT

The restaurant inside Stella del Mar hotel, directly on Playa San Felipe with Sea of Cortez views from every

table. Baja seafood and Mediterranean cuisine in a romantic, family-friendly setting. The most elevated

hotel dining in San Felipe. Best for breakfast and dinner when the light is on the water.

Stella del Mar Hotel · Av. Mar de Cortez Sur s/n · stellasanfelipe.com

La Vaquita Marina
SEAFOOD · MALECÓN · CAMPECHANA · STEAMED CLAMS · SAN FELIPE INSTITUTION

Named for the vaquita porpoise, critically endangered and endemic to these northern Gulf waters. The

seafood campechana and steamed clams are the benchmarks — multiple sources in agreement across

years of visits. Everything from the morning's boats. The best pure seafood table on the malecón.

Malecón, San Felipe

San Felipe Brewing Company
CRAFT BREWERY · 20+ BEERS ON TAP · AWARD-WINNING · KM 182 HWY 5 · CLOSED TUESDAYS

Founded by Joe Van Groningen and Scott Wilmarth. Award-winning at the Mexican Beer Expo — Cactus

Apple Mead placed second nationally. Over 20 craft beers: ales, IPAs, porters, stouts, lagers, hibiscus

(local favorite). Rotating food vendors daily. Live music 3–4 nights per week in summer, nightly otherwise.

Cribbage Thursdays. The genuine community gathering point of San Felipe.

Km 182, San Felipe–Mexicali Hwy 5 · @sanfelipebrewing · 12pm–9pm · Closed Tuesdays

Mariscos La Morena
SEAFOOD · SOUTHERN MALECÓN · FRESH SEA OF CORTEZ CATCH · EXCELLENT VALUE

Consistently among the top seafood picks in San Felipe. Extraordinary fresh catch from the Sea of Cortez.

Battered fish tacos on corn tortillas, peanut chipotle shrimp, coconut shrimp, whole-fried fish, ceviche.

Great outdoor patio views of the beach.

Southern malecón, San Felipe
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WHAT TO DO

Tides, giants, and the open Gulf
The defining activities are set by the Sea of Cortez and the Sonoran Desert. The tides schedule your days.

The cardón cacti measure geological time. The fish are offshore before dawn.

Valle de los Gigantes
GIANT CARDÓN CACTI · 14 MI SOUTH · PUNTA ESTRELLA RANCH · NATURAL RESERVE · ~$10 USD

Fourteen miles south of San Felipe, a natural reserve holds hundreds of cardón cacti — the tallest in the

world, some over 60 feet and more than 100 years old. Standing among them at sunrise is one of the finest

natural experiences in Baja California Norte. The valley is drivable without 4WD. Photographers book this

at golden hour.

14 mi south on Hwy 5 · Punta Estrella Ranch access · ~$10 USD entry · Sunrise recommended

Puertecitos Hot Springs
TIDAL GEOTHERMAL POOLS · 55 MI SOUTH · TIDE-DEPENDENT · $500 PESOS/CAR

Roughly 55 miles south on Highway 5, the extreme tidal range of the northern Gulf flushes geothermal

pools and refills them with hot spring water as the tide descends. The pools grade from scorching at the top

to swimmable at the bottom. Entirely tide-dependent — check the chart before leaving San Felipe and time

arrival for a dropping tide. The geology is the only amenity, and it is sufficient.

~55 mi south on Hwy 5 · Check tide chart before going · Arrive at dropping tide · $500 pesos/car · 1 hr 20 min

Sportfishing — Panga Fleet
SEA OF CORTEZ · DAWN DEPARTURE · SIERRA · GROUPER · YELLOWTAIL · MARLIN · FROM $55/PERSON

The traditional panga fleet works from the north end of the malecón. The Sea of Cortez holds sierra,

grouper, yellowtail, amberjack, snappers, marlin, and sailfish in season. Rates from $55 per person, rods

bait and license included. Book the evening before. Departure before first light. The restaurants will prepare

your catch.

North malecón dock · Book the evening before · From $55 USD/person · Rods, bait, license included
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The Tides — San Felipe’s defining phenomenon
UP TO 18 FT RANGE · TOP OF THE SEA OF CORTEZ · CHECK TIDE CHART DAILY

San Felipe sits at the northern end of the Sea of Cortez, where the funnel geometry of the Gulf amplifies

the tidal exchange to one of the largest ranges on earth — up to 18 feet. This governs everything: what the

beach looks like, whether Puertecitos is accessible, when to launch a panga. A beach absent at high tide

may expand to several hundred meters at low. Download a tide chart app and use it as your daily planner.

Check tide times daily · Spring tides up to 5.46 m (17.9 ft) · Governs beach, fishing, Puertecitos

Sand Dunes — ATVs
SOUTH OF TOWN · DESERT DUNES · BAY PANORAMA FROM RIDGE · ATV RENTALS AVAILABLE

The southern edge of San Felipe gives way to miles of sand dunes. ATV and dune buggy rentals are

available in town. Ride to the ridge and the full sweep of the bay appears below. Longer runs extend deep

into the desert and return along the coast.

South of town · ATV rentals available locally in San Felipe

El Dorado Ranch — Las Caras de México Golf
18-HOLE COURSE · SEA OF CORTEZ VIEWS · 6 MI NORTH · 35,000 ACRES

El Dorado Ranch is the largest resort community in San Felipe — 35,000 acres established in 1989. The

18-hole Las Caras de México course has Sea of Cortez views from most fairways, plus pools, tennis,

pickleball, and 24-hour security. Vacation rental condos and houses rather than hotel rooms — a strong

option for groups or extended stays.

6 mi north on Hwy 5 · eldoradoranch.com · Golf discounts for ranch guests

Lighthouse Hill & Capilla de la Virgen
MALECÓN NORTH · SUNRISE VIEWS · FREE · 15-MIN WALK

The hill at the north end of the malecón holds both the lighthouse and the chapel of the Virgen de

Guadalupe. Stairs from the malecón, cross the bridge, take the stairs to the chapel. Panorama of the full

bay, the mountains, and on clear days the Sonoran coast across the Gulf. The correct place to begin any

morning in San Felipe.

North end of malecón · 15-min walk · Free · Best at sunrise
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Festival del Camarón — Shrimp Festival
FIRST WEEKEND OF NOVEMBER · MALECÓN · THREE DAYS · SAN FELIPE’S DEFINING EVENT

San Felipe is the shrimp capital of Baja California Norte. Every first weekend of November, three days of

shrimp — tacos, skewers, cocktails, ceviche, coconut, bacon-wrapped, garlic butter — along the full

malecón. Live music, local vendors, the boardwalk alive in a way the rest of the year doesn’t quite reach.

Book accommodation weeks ahead.

First weekend of November · Book accommodation 4–6 weeks ahead
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WHERE TO STAY

Beachfront bungalow to hacienda legacy
San Felipe does not have a branded luxury resort. What it has is more specific: a boutique hotel that

defines beachfront Baja, and a hacienda that carries the biography of one of Mexico’s most celebrated

chefs.

Stella del Mar Hotel
15 BEACHFRONT BUNGALOWS · MOST CURATED PROPERTY IN SAN FELIPE · MATILDE’S · SANTO BAR

Fifteen individual bungalows directly on the Sea of Cortez — the most genuinely boutique property in San

Felipe. Air-conditioned rooms with sea views and private terraces. Matilde’s restaurant on-site:

Baja-Mediterranean menu with beachfront views, the best hotel dining in town. Santo bar adjacent. Walking

distance to the malecón.

Av. Mar de Cortez Sur s/n, San Felipe · stellasanfelipe.com · info@stellasanfelipe.com · +52 686 577 1383

Hotel Las Palmas — Home of the Fettuccine
48 ROOMS · HACIENDA-STYLE · RESTAURANTE ALFREDO · SICILIAN LEGACY · SINCE 1988

Alfredo Bellinghieri purchased this small hacienda hotel in 1988, named it Las Palmas after his mother, and

turned it into a fishing and cooking retirement that became its own legend. The lobby gallery holds decades

of photographs from his Mexico City restaurants. Courtyards with bougainvillea and fountains. Views of

both the Sea of Cortez and the Sierra Madre. 48 rooms, outdoor pool, one block from the beach.

Restaurante Alfredo on-site: Chef Palma’s kitchen, original fettuccine recipe, live music afternoons.

Mar Báltico 1101 (Isla de Cedros), San Felipe · laspalmassanfelipe.com · +52 686 577 1333 · WhatsApp: +52 686 201
3403

El Dorado Ranch — Vacation Rentals
35,000 ACRES · CONDOS & HOUSES · GOLF · POOLS · 24HR SECURITY · 6 MI NORTH

The largest and most amenity-complete resort community in San Felipe, 6 miles north of downtown on

Highway 5. Vacation rental condos and houses with access to the 18-hole Las Caras de México golf

course, multiple pools, tennis, pickleball, and 24-hour patrolled security. The beachside section (La

Ventana del Mar) has direct Sea of Cortez access. Best for groups, families, or extended stays.

6 mi north on Hwy 5 · eldoradoranch.com · Condo and house rentals via mysanfelipevacation.com
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La Hacienda de la Langosta Roja
CENTRAL SAN FELIPE · RATED EXCELLENT · WALKING DISTANCE TO MALECÓN

One of the most consistently referenced quality stays in San Felipe — the "Red Lobster Hacienda" —

within walking distance of the malecón and the main restaurants. Reliably rated above the San Felipe

average for comfort and service. A strong mid-range option for the traveler who wants central proximity

without the beachfront premium of Stella del Mar.

Central San Felipe · Book via booking.com or expedia

❖ BajaTraveler® Takeaway

San Felipe does not offer the Four Seasons version of Baja. It offers the real version — the

one that predates the resort corridor, that still wakes up before dawn to put pangas on the

water, that still talks about Alfredo Bellinghieri and the era when Marilyn Monroe came to

dinner. The tides are its clock, the cardón forest is its cathedral, and the shrimp cocktail at

the malecón is its sacrament. Come for nature and stay for the story. The story is better than

most.

Plan your San Felipe escape

Two hours from the Mexicali/Calexico border crossing via Highway 5. No commercial airport — drive or fly

into Mexicali and drive south. Mexican auto insurance required. Tide chart app essential. Book the Shrimp

Festival weekend 4–6 weeks ahead.

→ Stella del Mar Hotel — stellasanfelipe.com · +52 686 577 1383

→ Hotel Las Palmas — laspalmassanfelipe.com · +52 686 577 1333 · WhatsApp: +52 686 201 3403

→ Restaurante Alfredo — alfredohomeofthefettuccine.com · +52 686 241 5683

→ BajaMar — Av. Mar de Cortez 100 · Confirmed open 2026

→ Taco Factory — Calzada Chetumal 228 · +52 686 577 2752 · Happy hour 10am–1pm

→ La Vaquita Marina — Malecón, San Felipe

→ San Felipe Brewing Company — Km 182 Hwy 5 · @sanfelipebrewing · Closed Tuesdays

→ Mariscos La Morena — Southern malecón, San Felipe

→ El Dorado Ranch — eldoradoranch.com · 6 mi north on Hwy 5

→ Valle de los Gigantes — 14 mi south on Hwy 5 · Punta Estrella Ranch · ~$10 USD
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→ Puertecitos Hot Springs — ~55 mi south · $500 pesos/car · Check tide chart first

→ The Baja Collection — bajatraveler.com/curated-baja-guides/

bajatraveler.com · © 2026 BajaTraveler® · Verified, curated, irreplaceable


